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As you might know, I tendered my resignation 
in July and the Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre is 
now selecting a new CEO, a process that will be 
completed in the next few weeks. My last day at 
the Centre will be October 25 after which I will 
be moving on to my new position as Clinical 
Nurse Specialist with the Winnipeg Regional 
Health Authority’s Home Care Program. 

Saying goodbye is difficult. I joined the Simkin 
Centre team in June 2012 during a time of 
transition and some stress for the Centre. I 
was immediately struck by the passion and 
calibre of the people here. I came to know 
residents who are delightful and warm; 
families who are engaged and present; staff 
members whose work ethic and commitment 

Margarita Iskijaev hit the ground running 
when she joined the staff of the Saul & 
Claribel Simkin Centre as the Volunteer/
Companion Coordinator in June. From July 
to the end of September, she had already 
recruited and placed 31 new volunteers.

The new volunteers join an existing team 
of about 50 active volunteers committed to 
improving the lives of residents.

Margarita has connected with the national 
One Billion Hours initiative, Volunteer 
Manitoba, and the Gray Academy of Jewish 
Education, among others, as she expands 
the roster. Volunteers at the Centre range 
between the ages of 12 and over 80. They help 
recreation staff with programming, they visit 
with residents, and more. Thanks to the flow 
of new volunteers, the Centre has re-opened 
its occasional tuck shop and expanded the 
dog visiting program.

“Our volunteers – the new ones and the 
ones who have been active for many years – 
absolutely improve the quality of life for our 
residents,” said Margarita. “Volunteers are 
especially important for those residents who 
don’t have family in Winnipeg. They make life 
better for our residents and it’s rewarding for 
the volunteers, too.”

Community 
Information Night
The Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre will hold a 
Community Information Night on Wednesday, 
November 13, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
in the Tallman Multi-Purpose Room. The 
program is open to the community. Guests 
will be introduced to our new Board members; 
learn about last year’s accomplishments and 
next year’s goals; receive the Centre’s annual 
report; and have the opportunity to ask 
questions of our Board and senior staff.

VOLUNTEER JUAN SCHWERSENSKY ALONG WITH 
RESIDENTS, BESS KAPLAN, ISSIE EPSTEIN, AND LUBA 
ZALKIND, TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE BEAUTIFUL LATE 
SUMMER WEATHER TO DECORATE OUR OUTDOOR 
SUKKAH BEFORE THE HOLIDAY.

RESIDENT JOE COHEN SHAKES THE LULAV FOR 
SUKKOT. THE HOLIDAY IS A SPECIAL HIGHLIGHT ON 
THE SIMKIN CENTRE CALENDAR, THANKS TO STAFF 
AND VOLUNTEERS. AND THANKS TO VICE-PRINCIPAL 
LORI BINDER, 18 STUDENTS FROM THE GRAY ACADEMY 
OF JEWISH EDUCATION, AND MEL HORNSTEIN, THE 
FAMILY HAKAFOT SERVICE FOR SIMCHAT TORAH WAS 
ALIVE WITH LAUGHTER AND DANCING.

RECREATION WORKER ALISSA MINAKER AND 
RESIDENTS ANNE REHALUK AND CLAIRE HERTIG 
PREPARE MEALTIME CENTREPIECES FOR RESIDENTS 
OUT OF WEDDING FLOWERS DONATED BY A RECENTLY 
MARRIED STAFF MEMBER.
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go beyond description; volunteers who love to 
bring joy to the residents’ lives; and a Board 
that is focused and driven to excel. 

So while I am looking forward to the 
opportunities awaiting me in my new 
position, I do feel a sense of loss as I say 
goodbye. My time at the Simkin Centre will 
always stand out as a very positive career 
highlight. 

I am proud that I was able to play a small 
part in the progress the Centre has made 
over the past months, and I am confident 
that the progress will continue under a new 
CEO and the current management team, 
staff, and Board. The Saul & Claribel Simkin 
Centre is a first-rate personal care home; the 
Jewish community should be proud. It was an 
honour to work here. 

I wish you continued success. Shalom, and 
thank you. 

Kathleen Klaasen 
Chief Executive Officer

Kathleen Klaasen: “The Saul 
& Claribel Simkin Centre is a 
first-rate personal care home; 
the Jewish community should 
be proud. It was an honour to 
work here.”

Margarita Iskijaev: 
“Volunteers are especially 
important for those residents 
who don’t have family in 
Winnipeg.”

Margarita is a social worker by training and 
has extensive experience in geriatrics and 
palliative care. Prior to arriving in Winnipeg, 
Margarita worked at the Shoham Medical 
Centre for Geriatrics in Pardes Hana, Israel, 
for 10 years. Her position at the Simkin Centre 
is funded primarily through the generosity 
of donors who have designated their gifts to 
advancing the role of volunteers at the Centre.

“Margarita has made a great impression at 
the Centre,” said Cindy Greenlay, Manager 
of Therapeutic Recreation and Volunteer 
Services. “She’s bubbly and approachable. 
People who volunteer with her sense that they 
are part of something very special.” 

To become a volunteer at the Saul & Claribel 
Simkin Centre, contact Margarita at (204) 
589-9008 or by e-mail at Margarita.Iskijaev@
sharonhome.mb.ca.

Volunteer Numbers Growing Dramatically

Shalom and Thank You 


